Future Leaders Week (FLW)
Overview for Schools and Youth Organisations

The information below is a brief overview of Future Leaders Week, which we are pleased to offer in your
school. FLW is a worldwide initiative of the BNI Foundation. Young people today are faced with complex
career decisions. The range of options is extensive and both teachers and parents have limited opportu-
nities to provide practical assistance.

This is why each year in the 3rd week of October we encourage BNI Chapters to engage with a local
school or youth organization to offer students aged 15-18 practical career orientation provided by expe-
rienced business professionals.

Our expectation is that teachers will be present at all times to help our volunteers navigate students’
questions and requests and to ensure they are familiar with what was discussed.

Our weekly BNI-Meeting:

Team members meet at your school at the time agreed.

The meeting follows the standard agenda used each week by BNI Teams and demonstrates how
businesspeople network, learn from and help each other.

Our experience is that students aged 15-18 years are well able to follow a full-length Meeting and
really enjoy the chance to participate.

After the end of the Meeting, we recommend offering the attendees career orientation sessions
(which we are also able to offer at a different time or in a different location)

Career Orientation:

The career orientation sessions take place either immediately after the BNI Meeting or independently
at a convenient time in the school or youth club facility. Our Members are available to talk about their
professions (pros and cons, qualifications required, employment opportunities available etc.) and can
provide a realistic view of work in their line of business.

The precise format of the sessions can be adapted depending on the number of students/teachers
attending. We can either go from classroom to classroom or present in the same room to different
groups one after the other.

Our intention is to initiate dialogue, answer questions and show the young people that adults are here
to help them. It is common for work experience and summer job opportunities to result from these

conversations.

We recommend sending the students home with our FLW Take Home Assignment to integrate this
experience into the school study plan and provide a deeper understanding.

For help or comments on FLW, please mail “FLW Help Urgent” to info@bnifoundation.org



